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Your Excellencies President Karzai, President Gul,
Dear Colleagues,
Let me begin by thanking the Republic of Turkey and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan for organizing this conference. 
Canada applauds the work of the regional countries in reaching consensus here in Istanbul, and we welcome and support the Istanbul Undertaking to Promote Regional Security and Cooperation in the Heart of Asia for a Secure and Stable Afghanistan.
We have every hope that the Istanbul Conference will be seen as an important milestone on the road to regional peace and cooperation, and as evidence of growing cooperation in the heart of Asia. 
Canada remains strongly engaged in working toward the long-term stability and prosperity of Afghanistan. Our military mission has transitioned to a training one - sadly, the Canadian Forces and Canadians were reminded this weekend that this new phase of Canada's engagement is not entirely without risk.
The tragic events in Kabul and Kandahar this past week - and the recent terror attacks in Turkey - are glaring reminders that terrorism remains a threat to the entire region. We must join together to denounce terrorist attacks that indiscriminately target innocent civilians and the soldiers entrusted with protecting them. 
We believe that Afghanistan’s future is linked to a regionally-led, consensus-based approach to security and cooperation. Canada is committed to supporting the next phase of Afghanistan's development. This will be led by Afghans, and we will continue to support Afghan-developed priorities and sustain progress in key areas essential to Afghanistan’s future. Canada’s four priorities in Afghanistan include support for regional diplomacy and cooperation.
Canada welcomes the confidence-building measures in the Istanbul Undertaking as a significant step in an iterative process that could lead to a more structured regional security and cooperation architecture. Furthermore, we remain ready to consider initiatives that will enable Afghanistan and its neighbouring countries to move forward on agreed principles of regional security and cooperation. While we recognize the challenges inherent in such an undertaking, we hope that all participants in the Istanbul Conference will be willing to take concrete steps to enhance regional security, which would in turn contribute to the long-term stability, economic growth and prosperity in Heart of Asia.
In closing, I thank the Republic of Turkey for generously hosting this conference in the magnificent city of Istanbul - here at the crossroads of Asia and Europe. Canada is a committed partner to achieving peace and prosperity for this region.

