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INTERVENTION 
Agenda Item 8:  General Debate of the High-level Segment on New and Emerging Forms of Crime
Madam President,

The fifth Conference of the Parties provides an opportunity for us to examine how far we have come as an international community in combating transnational organized crime.  But before doing so, on behalf of the Government of Canada, let me take this opportunity to congratulate the new Executive Director, Mr. Yuri Fedotov, on his recent appointment and look forward to working with him in this important role.  Let me also congratulate you, Madam President for your appointment during this fifth Conference.  We also look forward to working closely with you throughout the duration of your appointment.

Nearly 10 years have passed since the signing of this Convention at Palermo.  Canada was amongst the first countries to sign and ratify these important crime instruments and we remain as resolute today as we were ten years ago in our unwavering commitment to work alongside our international partners in addressing organized crime in all its forms.  Over the course of the week, we will have the opportunity to take stock of our achievements in addressing organized crime.  Canada will play an active role in those discussions.  Nevertheless, let me take this opportunity to be somewhat prospective and to share our views with respect to the potential role of the Conference and the Convention in combating emerging forms of crime.

Our delegation believes that emerging crimes can and should be discussed at the Conference, but within clearly defined parameters.  It is important to remember that the Convention is limited to serious crimes, which are transnational in nature and that involve an organized criminal group.  This is a significant starting point when thinking about the role of the Conference and the Convention in responding to such criminal activity.  Though these are limitations, it is nonetheless important to remember that these concepts are not unduly limiting.  As such, there is significant latitude to rely upon the Convention and all it has to offer to respond to other types of serious crime which were not clearly identified in Palermo ten years ago.

Canada is mindful of the emerging crimes that have been discussed at previous sessions of the Conference of Parties including, for example, illicit transfers of cultural heritage property and some forms of environmental crime.  In many cases, the Convention can already be used to combat these criminal acts, assuming that the requirements above are also present.  Consequently, let’s use the robust and powerful tools that are already available to us.  For those countries that have not already done so, efforts should be taken to ratify and implement the Convention and to treat, in domestic law, relevant crimes as serious crimes.

Canada also feels strongly that in discussions on emerging crimes, a strong evidential basis is needed as a first step.  It is on the basis of evidence that we can assess whether these are principally organized crime issues, and thus, warrant discussion at this Conference or whether they should be addressed at the Crime Commission.  While Canada is comfortable with discussing ways to rely upon the Convention to address emerging crimes where a link to organized crime can be established, we are not comfortable with discussions on the need for new treaties – whether they be a protocol to the Convention or a stand-alone instrument – in the absence of a clear evidential basis.  

The example of cybercrime and the efforts being pursued within the Crime Commission on this issue is a useful one to take note of.  In this case, the Crime Commission has mandated an intergovernmental expert group to study the matter, and eventually the Commission will make recommendations to the United Nations General Assembly on whether a new instrument is needed or not.  This is an appropriate approach in order to make the case for what, if any, responses are needed.
Madam President, the mandate of this Conference clearly does include consideration of whether the Convention will apply in some or all cases raised by new and emerging forms of crime, and if so, how it could be used as effectively as possible.  We look forward to exploring ways to use our existing instruments effectively to respond to the new threats posed by organized crime.

Thank you.
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