Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to rise and speak on behalf of the constituency of Calgary East in reply to the Speech from the Throne which was followed by the budget the next day which outlined the way this government will proceed.

    Before I start it is important to recognize that when the global economic crisis hit, this government took strong action. Right away it took strong action to address those issues. The economic action plan came through that action, the stimulus action plan that this government introduced.

    Let me just say we know that the Liberals, the Bloc and the NDP opposed that action plan. Now, today, we are poised with the Speech from the Throne and the budget to look forward. We are now at the stage where recovery has started, and we have to address the issues going forward.

    I just recently returned from a diplomatic tour across Central Asia, the South Pacific and Europe. Wherever I went, there was an admiration for Canada and for the way Canada had handled its affairs. Everywhere I went people were saying “You guys have done an excellent job.”

    Knowing what happened in the U.S., Britain, Germany and everywhere else, Canada stood out showing that its fiscal system was in order and was the one that took the shocks of this global downturn.

    We need to take credit where credit is due, and as others have said, we have done a good job minus the fact that the NDP and the Liberals would not support those actions.

    Now we have come to the stage of asking: what do we do next? Everybody is looking at Canada. Now it is time to address the deficit. Now Canadians are saying “Okay, we did belt-tightening, what else? What belt-tightening is the government doing?”

    The Speech from the Throne very clearly said where the government is going to tighten belts. The government has asked all the MPs, ministers and senators to freeze their salaries. Not only that, the government also said that every budget of MPs and ministers have been frozen, including the departments. It has asked the MPs to do that.

    I am very happy to say that since I came to Parliament, I have been returning my MOB to the government every year to the tune of $25,000. Let me be very clear so everyone understands what I am saying, since coming to this Parliament, I have been returning my MOB to the Government of Canada to the tune of $25,000 every year. It is an example we lead by, and it is an example this government leads by.

    I am very happy to state that the government has taken the step to address the deficit. Of course the Liberals will not like it, because the Liberals know how to spend money but not how to save money as we know from the sponsorship scandal.

    This Speech from the Throne and the budget address important economic issues facing this country. It is tackling the issue of the deficit and putting our house back in order as is needed.

  I would like to talk about the most important issues concerning my constituents that this government has addressed. 

    The three parties on the other side oppose any action plan that we put forward. It was a very sorry state to see all three parties joining together again yesterday to work against our budget, a budget that would reduce the deficit. I do not know what seems to be their problem. Why would they not support a budget that would reduce the deficit? Some members did abstain from the vote so that we would not go to an election. When the previous Liberal leader did not want to support a budget, his Liberal members would not stand up. The important thing to recognize is the fact that this budget is taking steps to address important issues. 

    Let me get back to what I was saying about my constituents. 

    Like other Canadians across the country, the number one priority of my constituents is jobs. This government addressed this point very well. EI benefits had been frozen. Our government gave more extended benefits to people for retraining. 

    All the announcements that we made were very well received by constituents in my riding so they could meet the challenges of losing a job and being retrained. That was another important point that this government made. Let me repeat something which I think should be repeated more often: the opposition voted against that.

    Seniors in my riding are concerned about the OAS and other matters. This government again addressed their concerns. We addressed one of their issues through the tax free savings account so seniors could save money and not pay taxes on their savings. We also allowed seniors to take advantage of income splitting. Those were very good moves that we made so seniors can have more money in their pockets.

    I see my colleague is shaking his head, but what would he know? Seniors would tell him that this government took very important steps to address their concerns. 

    My riding is made up of a lot of new Canadians. Close to 27% of new Canadians from all over the world live in my riding. During bad economic times it is important for them to know what will happen with respect to their credentials. I am happy to state quite clearly that this government has acted on the issue of foreign credentials as opposed to the Liberals, who for many years said they were going to do something but did nothing. This government addressed those concerns.

    With respect to our tough on crime agenda, Canadians are concerned about crime. This government has put forward some of the strongest legislation on crime. We did not expect the Bloc or the NDP to support us, but we thought the Liberal Party would have supported our agenda.

    A strange thing happened with respect to our crime legislation. When our legislation was sent to the other place, Liberal senators would cut it down. They would not listen to the will of this House, including their own members here.

    Canada is on the world stage and looking forward to remaining on the world stage when we host the G8 and the G20.

