SPEAKING NOTES FOR PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS DEEPAK OBHRAI

RECEPTION MARKING THE 36TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF CARICOM, JUNE 2, 2000, 

Ottawa
THANK YOU, YOUR EXCELLENCY, FOR YOUR KIND INTRODUCTION. 

EXCELLENCIES, SENATORS, MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

36 YEARS AGO, FOUR COUNTRIES - BARBADOS, GUYANA, JAMAICA, AND TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO - CAME TOGETHER TO FORM THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY.

SINCE THEN, CARICOM HAS GROWN TO INCLUDE 15 MEMBERS AND HAS LEARNED TWO NEW LANGUAGES - AN IMPRESSIVE FEAT FOR ANY FAMILY. 

YET, AS CARICOM GROWS AND MATURES, IT, MANAGES TO MAINTAIN ITS YOUTHFUL VIGOUR AND OPTIMISM.  

THE PASSION WITH WHICH CARICOM MEMBERS WORK COOPERATIVELY TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF ALL CARIBBEAN CITIZENS IS TRULY REMARKABLE. 

SO, ON THIS, CARICOM’S 36TH ANNIVERSARY, I CONGRATULATE YOU.  

IN TODAY’S CARICOM, JUST AS WE HAVE FOR NEARLY FOUR DECADES, CANADA FINDS A VALUED PARTNER.

WE MAINTAIN OUR SHARED COMMITMENT TO THE FUNDAMENTAL IDEALS OF FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE RULE OF LAW. 

AND WE CONTINUE TO STRIVE FOR A MORE PROSPEROUS, DEMOCRATIC, AND SECURE HEMISPHERE.

CANADA’S COMMITMENT TO THE CARIBBEAN IS STRONGER THAN EVER. 

A RECENT EXAMPLE OF THIS ENGAGEMENT WAS CANADA’S CLOSE COOPERATION WITH TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AND OTHER CARICOM COUNTRIES IN SUPPORT OF THE HOSTING OF THE FIFTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS. 

I WOULD LIKE TO PERSONALLY CONGRATULATE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ON A SUCCESSFUL SUMMIT, WHICH SERVED TO FURTHER HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION. 

HOSTING A MAJOR INTERNATIONAL EVENT IS NO SMALL UNDERTAKING AND IS A SIGNIFICANT FIRST FOR THE CARIBBEAN. 

PRIME MINISTER HARPER WAS PLEASED TO HOST HIS CARIBBEAN COLLEAGUES ON THE MARGINS OF THE SUMMIT. 

THAT MEETING ALLOWED FOR A FRUITFUL DISCUSSION OF WAYS TO ADVANCE OUR SHARED AGENDA.

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO HAD THE GREAT HONOUR OF ADDRESSING THE JAMAICAN PARLIAMENT DURING HIS VISIT TO KINGSTON - A FIRST FOR A CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER. 

THESE VISITS PROVIDED AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE STOCK OF THE PROGRESS WE’VE MADE SINCE PRIME MINISTER HARPER VISITED BARBADOS AND HAITI IN 2007.

WE CONTINUE TO ROLL OUT OUR CANADA-CARICOM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AND THE PRIME MINISTER RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THE NEW EMERGING LEADERS IN THE AMERICAS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.

OUR DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, WORTH $600 MILLION, CONTINUES TO TAKE SHAPE AS WE ADDRESS ISSUES OF CONCERN THROUGHOUT THE REGION. 

CANADA, THROUGH INITIATIVES SUCH AS JUSTICE REFORM PROGRAMS IN JAMAICA, THE MILITARY TRAINING AND ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, AND THE COUNTER TERRORISM CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM, IS WORKING WITH CARICOM MEMBERS TO IMPROVE SECURITY IN EACH OF OUR COUNTRIES. 

AND MY COLLEAGUE, THE HONOURABLE STOCKWELL DAY, MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE, IS LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING WITH A NUMBER OF CARICOM MINISTERS IN BARBADOS THIS MONTH TO ADVANCE THE CANADA-CARICOM TRADE NEGOTIATIONS. 

THIS SUITE OF INITIATIVES BUILDS ON THE EXCELLENT RELATIONSHIP THAT CANADA SHARES WITH CARICOM AND WITH EACH OF YOUR COUNTRIES.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, CANADA IS PRIVILEGED TO COUNT EACH MEMBER OF CARICOM AMONG OUR CLOSEST FRIENDS. 

I SINCERELY HOPE THAT CARICOM WILL CONTINUE TO FLOURISH AND THAT THE COMMON BONDS THAT BRING US TOGETHER WILL KEEP PACE WITH THIS GROWTH.

SO, AS CARICOM CELEBRATES ANOTHER YEAR, I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND CONGRATULATIONS ON BEHALF OF ALL CANADIANS - WELL DONE. 

