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Ladies and gentlemen, it is an honour for me to be here with you this evening.  I welcome my friends from the Chinese- Canadian community in celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the People’s Republic of China.

Our government is committed to advancing a frank, friendly and  forward-looking relationship with China.  We are dedicated to working closely together to address pressing challenges we face like the global economic downturn, global peace and security and climate change. These key international issues necessitate a complex dialogue with Chinese leaders. 

Canada has made economic recovery and growth our number one priority. Canada recognizes China’s growing impact on the world and  China’s decisive actions to tackle the economic downturn .  

This government has taken the opportunity to engage China on international trade, on fighting protectionism and on maximizing our economic opportunities and effectively pursue bilateral long-term interests while at the same time promoting Canadian values of human rights and democracy. Since 2006 the Government of Canada has undertaken 18 Ministerial level visits to China.  

I have recently met with the Chinese Foreign Minister at the ASEAN Meeting in Phuket Thailand, where we were able to discuss our positive relations between China and Canada.

Most recently the Minister of Foreign Affairs met with his counterpart both in Beijing and Ottawa, to engage in discussions on issues including the promotion of trade, climate change and the and the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Our Conservative government has increased Canada’s presence in China significantly.  We have opened new trade offices in Chengdu and Shenzhen, with four additional offices in Nanjing, Qingdao, Shenyang and Wuhan expected to open later this year.  These new offices will provide market intelligence and expert advice to help Canadian companies take advantage of trade and investment opportunities, while also building new opportunities for China’s local communities.
At home, we continue to look at ways to remove barriers for Canadian companies aiming to conduct business in China.  To ensure that doors to new trade with China and Asia are opened.

Our government continues to be proud of its growing trade relationship with China.  Our government has, between 2006 and 2008, has overseen the growth of exports to China by 33.1%.   We have announced Asia-Pacific Gateway and Corridor Initiative infrastructure projects worth almost $2.5 billion, to ensure that doors for increased trade with China are opened.

Human rights are an important part of Canadian foreign policy. We continue to engage in frank discussions with Chinas’s leadership through a range of bilateral and multilateral mechanisms, including policy, advocacy and cooperation. We have consistently called on the Chinese government to implement international standards of human rights, including freedom of expression, association and spiritual belief.

Providing humanitarian assistance remains one of our top priorities in our bilateral relations with China.  During his visit in May, the Minister of Foreign Affairs signed bilateral standard operating procedures in support of humanitarian assistance and disaster relief missions.

On this note, our government contributed $34.4 million to the earthquake relief effort in response to the tragic event of the Sichuan earthquake. This contribution makes us one of the largest international donors to this fund and reaffirms our 80 years of bilateral diplomatic relations with China. 

Promoting these shared values involves Canada and China working in partnership, which is why I am delighted we are able to come together, with our local Chinese community, as well as Chinese communities worldwide, for this meaningful celebration.

As we celebrate together the 60th Anniversary of the People’s Republic of China, there is much to be optimistic about.  As conveyed by Prime Minister Harper, our Conservative government is committed to building a forward-looking, principled and meaningful relationship with China for many, many years to come.

Thank You.

