REMARKS FOR

P.S. DEEPAK OBHRAI, 

PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TO 

THE MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

COMMEMORATION CEREMONY FOR THE

14TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE

MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2008 AT 12:15PM

ON THIS APRIL 7TH, DAY OF REMEMBRANCE OF THE VICTIMS OF THE 1994 RWANDAN GENOCIDE, WE ARE HERE TO PAUSE, REMEMBER AND HONOUR THE MEMORY OF THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF VICTIMS OF THE TRAGIC EVENTS.  IT IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA TO CONTINUE TO BE PRESENT AT, AND TO PARTICIPATE IN, THIS IMPORTANT CEREMONY TODAY. 
FOURTEEN YEARS LATER, IT IS AS RELEVANT AS EVER TO COMMEMORATE THIS TRAGEDY.  THE DAY OF REMEMBRANCE PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CANADA AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO REFLECT UPON THE LESSONS OF THE GENOCIDE AND TO ENSURE THAT THE ERRORS OF THE PAST WILL NOT BE REPEATED.  WE ARE WORKING TOGETHER TO FIND WAYS TO ENSURE THE PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS IN ARMED CONFLICT FROM WAR CRIMES, CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY AND GENOCIDE.  
ALONG WITH RWANDA, CANADA CO-CHAIRS THE FRIENDS OF THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT (R2P) AT THE UNITED NATIONS.   THIS GROUP IS WORKING TO STRENGTHEN INTERNATIONAL CONSENSUS TO ENSURE A TIMELY RESPONSE TO SITUATIONS WHERE GENOCIDE AND MASS ATROCITIES MAY BE IMMINENT OR UNDERWAY, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROTECTING CIVILIANS.  

THIS COOPERATION WAS ALSO EVIDENT DURING THE PREPARATION OF THE “PACT ON SECURITY, STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT” BY THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE GREAT LAKES REGION, WHICH HAS THE SAME OBJECTIVES AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL AND WHICH CANADA HELPED TO DEVELOP AS CO-CHAIR OF THE GROUP OF FRIENDS OF THE GREAT LAKES REGION.

SINCE 1994, RWANDANS HAVE COURAGEOUSLY FOCUSSED ON NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION AND RECONCILIATION.  CANADA HAS SUPPORTED RWANDA’S WORK TOWARDS REBUILDING THE COUNTRY AND ITS SELF-CONFIDENCE.  

IN ADDITION TO THOSE NATIONAL EFFORTS, CANADA ENCOURAGES RWANDA TO KEEP WORKING TOWARDS CONSOLIDATING PEACE AND GOOD RELATIONS WITH ITS NEIGHBOURS IN THE GREAT LAKES REGION. 

THESE IMPORTANT EFFORTS BY RWANDA WILL CONTINUE TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ITS POPULATION, AS THE COUNTRY MOVES FORWARD TOWARDS A POSITIVE FUTURE.  THEY WILL ALSO PAVE THE WAY FOR ENSURING THAT A SIMILAR TRAGEDY DOES NOT REOCCUR IN THE REGION.

THANK YOU.  
