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The Liberal motion before us today reads: That, in the opinion of the House, the government should stand consistently against the death penalty as a matter of principle, both in Canada and around the world.” 

The motion before this House today is a total waste of this House’s time and nothing more than a feeble attempt by the Liberal Opposition to draw debate where there is no debate.  

This motion calls on the Government to reaffirm that there is no death penalty in Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, our position has been clear.  We have said before and we will say again, there is no death penalty in Canada. The Minister of foreign Affairs and the Minister of Justice and other members of the Government have clearly said that the Government is not changing the law in our country with respect to the death penalty.  

Since December 10, 1962, no one has been executed in Canada.  That is over 45 years that there has been no execution in this country.  

On July 14, 1976, the death penalty was removed from the Criminal Code when Parliament decided, after years of debate that capital punishment was not an appropriate penalty.  The death penalty was then removed from the National Defence Act on December 10, 1998.

Since that day, there has been no death penalty in Canada in law as well as in fact.

In 1987, a free vote regarding reinstatement of the death penalty was held in the House of Commons.  The result of the vote sent the very strong signal that Canadians were in favour of maintaining the abolition of the death penalty.  As the Prime Minister has confirmed, this Government has no desire to reopen the death penalty debate in Canada.

As we have said repeatedly, in cases where Canadians face the death penalty abroad, the Government of Canada – on a case by case basis will continue to consider whether to seek clemency. 

According to today’s headlines, a majority of Canadians support our case by case approach. And as we found out last fall, a majority of Canadians support our over-all approach to Justice – an approach that focuses on tackling violent crime and community crime. The protection of Canadians is a priority for this government. And if securing clemency is contingent on a murderer or multiple murderers being repatriated to this country and let free to roam our streets, this is not a risk this government is willing to take. 

Bringing back convicted killers sends the wrong message.
In terms of playing a leadership role in promoting the abolition of the death penalty internationally, this Government has been and will continue to be a leader in speaking up for a principled stand on human rights and the rule of law in all international forums. For those states that legally retain the death penalty, this Government will continue to advocate for full respect for international law, including the international legal restrictions in its application. 

Mr. Speaker, it worth recalling and reminding all Canadians that the death penalty is not in and of itself contrary to international law.  International law clearly recognizes that different states may legitimately take differing views on the issue of the death penalty.  
One of the foremost human rights treaties adhered to by over 130 states, is the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  Canada has been a party to this treaty since 1976.   The Covenant does not prohibit the imposition of the death penalty, but rather sets out that states that retain the death penalty must abide by certain rules.  

Many States do retain the death penalty.  International law imposes restrictions on the use of the death penalty and imposes strict safeguards on its imposition.  Canada's interventions with other States, whether made at the bilateral level or in multilateral fora, are made in the context of supporting human rights within the framework of international law.  

Canada advocates full respect for safeguards and due process of law where the death penalty is still in use. 
In the fall of 2007, Canada led 41 co-sponsors in securing the adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of a resolution on the human rights situation in Iran. This resolution expressed our serious concern at Iran(s practice of multiple public executions; executions carried out in the absence of respect for internationally recognized safeguards; the continued issuing of sentences of execution by stoning; and the execution of persons who were below 18 years of age at the time their offence was committed, in clear violation of Iran(s own constitution and its obligations under international law. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs issues urgent appeals to other governments to overturn the death sentences for crimes committed as minors.  For example, the Minister of Foreign Affairs issued an urgent appeal to the Government of Iran on July 17, 2007 concerning the death sentence of Sina Paymard in Iran for a crime committed as a minor.  Only six days earlier, we also spoke out against the execution by stoning of Jafar Kiani in Iran.  

Canada has also participated in joint demarches with other diplomatic missions in countries abroad, to highlight concerns regarding the use of the death penalty.  

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, our position has been clear.  Very clear.  There has been no death penalty in Canada for forty-five years and this Government has no intention to change that.  We will not re-open this debate.

We have also indicated that whether to seek clemency will be assessed on a case by case basis.   
Lastly, Mr. Speaker, this Government continues to speak for Canada and make its voice heard at the international level on all matters of foreign policy, including international human rights.  
In addition, Canada's voice is a principled one which supports international standards and the rule of law.  This Government has been and will continue to be a leader in speaking up for a principled stand on human rights and the rule of law in all international forums.

 Thank you, Mr. Speaker for providing me with the opportunity to remind Canadians and the Members of this House of our government’s clear and principled position on the death penalty both in Canada and internationally.  
Merci
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