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· It is a pleasure to be with you this evening. It’s a great honour to help you celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Canadians of Origin from East Africa Organization. I am also pleased to see the M.L.A. for Calgary-McCall, Shiraz Shariff. I’d like also to acknowledge the representatives of the diplomatic community here with us this evening. 

· As many of you know, I was born in Tanzania and spent much of my childhood there. And so I maintain a special interest in East Africa – a tremendously diverse area of the world.

· Canada is committed to supporting peace processes, human rights and democratic reforms in East Africa. And we also seek to help East African nations lift themselves out of poverty. 
· All this is in keeping with the core values of Canada’s foreign policy -- freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 
· We are working to advance these values on the international scene.
· Our efforts in East Africa includes diplomacy and development and strong support for the UN, African Union and its regional organizations.
· Regional mechanisms are becoming increasingly important to Canada. Recently, I was Canada(s representative to the International Conference on the Great Lakes Region. 
· This partnership of donors supports peace-building efforts in the region.  As we know, peace is a prerequisite for sustainable development.

· Let me now provide you with some examples of Canada’s economic and political engagement with East Africa. My goal is not to get bogged down in details, but to highlight to you the breadth of Canada’s engagement with the region.
· Regarding the conflict in Darfur, Canada is playing a lead role as part of a concerted international approach led jointly by the African Union and the United Nations. 

· To date, Canada has committed $286 million in support of the African Union peacekeeping mission in Darfur -- making Canada its fourth largest donor.

· We have been strongly encouraged by the UN Security Council(s recent authorization of UNAMID, a 26,000 member UN and African Union peacekeeping mission.
· Let me shift to Uganda. Northern Uganda represents one of our world(s most persistent humanitarian crises. 
· However, progress has been made in the past year and a peace process established.

· Canada(s $1.5 million contribution to the peace talks being held is aimed at bringing an end to two decades of civil war in the north.

· At the same time, we are supporting Canadian companies and seeking investment opportunities in Uganda. 
· I’d now like to speak about Kenya. Kenya is an important partner for Canada. 
· Kenya is a recipient of Canadian development assistance. At the same time, Canadian companies are also actively pursuing investment opportunities in Kenya.  

· Manitoba Hydro International, for example, has a World Bank contract to manage the Kenya electrical transmission and distribution network; 
· In addition, Canadian consulting engineers and telecommunications companies are also active in Kenya.
· Canada looks forward to the successful conduct of peaceful, free and fair elections in December. 
· Canada is also pleased to count Tanzania, a stable democracy, among its key development partners. 
· Tanzania is of growing importance to Canadian investors, especially mining and energy companies. 
· With investments estimated at 
$2 billion, Canadian mining companies are the largest investors in Tanzania. 
And Artumas Energy Inc. of Calgary has invested heavily in  Southern Tanzania. The company is also contributing to the economic and social development of this remote region by providing power to a population not connected to the national power grid.

· Investments are also diversifying in Tanzania: SaskTel has been awarded a management contract with the Tanzania Telecommunications Company. 

· And the East African Community Secretariat has recently awarded CPCS Transcom of Ottawa the tender to undertake a study on the East African Railway Masterplan. 

· Canada wants East Africa to succeed and reach its full potential. We must continue to promote Canadian values in the region. 
· We must also continue to promote Canadian partnerships, trade and investment opportunities. 
· And we must continue to promote and build-upon person-to-person links -- of which your organization is an excellent example. 

· As I noted earlier, Canada has an interest in promoting freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. Our foreign policy is grounded in these values. And since taking office, Canada’s New Government has taken principled positions to uphold them.
· The whole world – including Africa – also has an interest in advancing these values. 
· Congratulations again on your 10th anniversary! 
· Thank you.

