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IT IS MY PRIVILEGE TO BE WITH YOU THIS MORNING FOR THIS UNPARALLELED MEETING OF THE INDIAN AND CANADIAN EDUCATION COMMUNITIES.  ON BEHALF OF THE HONOURABLE MAXIME BERNIER, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME OUR DISTINGUISHED INDIAN GUESTS TO CANADA.  

AS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE INDO-CANADIAN COMMUNITY, I HAVE EXPERIENCED FIRST HAND WHAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED WHEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES COLLABORATE.  

BEFORE I PROCEED, I’D LIKE TO SAY A WORD ABOUT OUR GOVERNMENT AND OUR FOREIGN POLICY PRIORITIES. SINCE COMING TO OFFICE, OUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN WORKING TO RESTORE CANADA’S INFLUENCE IN WORLD AFFAIRS. WE WANT TO SEND A CLEAR MESSAGE TO THE WORLD – THAT CANADA IS BACK AS A CREDIBLE PLAYER ON THE INTERNATIONAL STAGE. 

GUIDED BY OUR SHARED VALUES OF FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RULE OF LAW, OUR GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE CANADA’S LEADERSHIP THROUGH CONCRETE ACTIONS THAT BRING RESULTS.

AND NOW I WOULD LIKE TO SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE LINKS BETWEEN CANADA AND INDIA.

THE TREMENDOUS GROWTH IN CANADA-INDIA TWO-WAY INVESTMENT REPRESENTS THE STRONG CONFIDENCE CANADIANS AND INDIANS HAVE IN EACH OTHER’S ECONOMIES.  CANADA-INDIA BILATERAL TRADE IS ALSO ON THE RISE, REACHING AN UNPRECEDENTED LEVEL OF $3.6 BILLION IN 2006.

AS OUR TRADE AND INVESTMENT RELATIONSHIP EXPANDS AND DEVELOPS, SO TO DOES OUR RELATIONSHIP IN EDUCATION, WHERE THE UNTAPPED POTENTIAL AND MYRIAD OF OPPORTUNITIES IS ENDLESS.  

IN TODAY’S COMPETITIVE WORLD, KNOWLEDGE MATTERS.  AND AS SUCH, CANADA’S EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS MUST PLAY AN INCREASINGLY INTERNATIONAL ROLE.  

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA IS COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS AS THEY PURSUE THEIR INTERNATIONAL GOALS.   

WORKING CLOSELY WITH OUR PROVINCES, WHERE THE JURISDICTION FOR EDUCATION RESIDES, WE ARE DEVELOPING A BRAND TO INTERNATIONALLY PROMOTE EDUCATION IN CANADA.   

THROUGH OUR NETWORK OF MISSIONS ABROAD, WE ARE MORE ACTIVELY THAN EVER PUTTING FORTH EFFORTS TO ATTRACT THE BEST AND BRIGHTEST STUDENTS TO CANADA. 

DFAIT ALSO OFFERS A NUMBER OF SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS FOR INDIAN STUDENTS TO STUDY AT CANADIAN INSTITUTIONS. WE HAVE STRATEGICALLY RECONFIGURED THE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS TO PROVIDE INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE STUDENTS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO PURSUE SHORT-TERM RESEARCH AT CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES IN AREAS OF PRIORITY. 

THESE OPPORTUNITIES WILL SERVE TO ESTABLISH INSTITUTIONAL LINKAGES AND PROMOTE GREATER COLLABORATION IN ACADEMIA AND RESEARCH AMONG CANADA AND ITS INTERNATIONAL COUNTERPARTS. IN THIS FIRST ROUND, WE HAVE RECEIVED FOUR APPLICATIONS FROM INDIA AND WE ANTICIPATE MORE IN SUBSEQUENT ROUNDS AS THIS RENEWED PROGRAM GAINS MOMENTUM.  
CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION CANADA’S OFF-CAMPUS AND POST-GRADUATION WORK PROGRAMS NOW OFFER INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS EVEN MORE VALUABLE OPPORTUNITIES TO GAIN WORK EXPERIENCE WHILE STUDYING IN CANADA.

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA ALSO RECOGNIZES THE GREAT POTENTIAL FOR THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITIES OF CANADA AND INDIA, ESPECIALLY NOW THAT WE HAVE SIGNED OUR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AGREEMENT.  WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THAT AGREEMENT, FUNDING MECHANISMS HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED.  INDUSTRY, UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES AND RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS CAN USE THESE TO SEEK SUPPORT FOR JOINT BILATERAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES INTENDED TO GENERATE NEW OR EXPANDED INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY-BASED PARTNERSHIPS. 

SUCH PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN INDIAN AND CANADIAN ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS WILL FOSTER GROWTH IN RESEARCH AND, SUBSEQUENTLY, TRADE AND ECONOMIC PROSPERITY.

I ALSO WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE ROLE OF CANADA’S GRANTING COUNCILS.  THEIR INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIES CAN PLAY AN INCREASING ROLE IN FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL LINKAGES THROUGH COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH. 

AS AN EXAMPLE, THE HOPE SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED THROUGH THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH RESEARCH SERVE TO ESTABLISH INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS BETWEEN RESEARCHERS BY ENABLING PROMISING INDIVIDUALS TO BE MENTORED BY PROMINENT CANADIAN RESEARCHERS IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH SCIENCES.

FINALLY, LET US NOT FORGET THE CENTRAL ROLE PLAYED BY THE SHASTRI INDO-CANADIAN INSTITUTE. AS A TRULY BINATIONAL ACADEMIC ORGANIZATION, THAT ENJOYS THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF BOTH THE INDIAN AND CANADIAN GOVERNMENTS, SHASTRI IS THE VOICE OF THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY IN INDO-CANADIAN RELATIONS. 

I WISH TO THANK AND CONGRATULATE THEM, AS WELL AS THE CANADIAN  BUREAU FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION, FOR THEIR JOINT EFFORTS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENCE. 

TODAY IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH AND STRENGTHEN RELATIONSHIPS.  THE PARTNERSHIPS CREATED WITHIN THIS FORUM WILL ALLOW US TO EXPAND THE TWO-WAY FLOW OF STUDENTS, SCHOLARS AND RESEARCHERS BETWEEN CANADA AND INDIA.  PERHAPS EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY, THESE LINKAGES WILL HELP US TO ENRICH BOTH OF OUR ECONOMIES AND PERMIT CANADA AND INDIA TO OFFER A GREATER CONTRIBUTION TO THE LARGER GLOBAL COMMUNITY. 

THE ENERGY WE FEEL HERE TODAY IS BUILT OFF THE MOMENTUM CREATED FROM PREVIOUS SIMILAR NETWORKING EVENTS HELD IN MARCH IN NEW DELHI AND IN JULY IN TORONTO.  AND MORE EVENTS AND MORE SUCCESSES ARE SURELY TO COME.

PLEASE ALLOW ME TO OFFER MY BEST WISHES FOR FRUITFUL DELIBERATIONS. 

THANK YOU
