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It is a pleasure to be here with you this afternoon to speak about Canada-Korea relations and Canadian foreign policy. My primary reason for visiting Korea is to represent Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Honourable Maxime Bernier, at the inauguration of Canada’s brand-new chancery, located close to Deoksoo Palace, in the heart of Seoul. It took almost fifteen years to build, but it was worth the wait, because our chancery is really a gorgeous, impressive building - and very tangible evidence of the importance Canada places on its relations with Korea. 

I’m also very pleased to be speaking to you here today, because Kangnam University plays an important role in promoting Canada. As students at Korea’s only degree-granting Canadian Studies program, it is up to all of you to serve as ambassadors for both Canadian and Korean culture. 

Canada-Korea relations have blossomed over the last 50 years and are grounded in our strong political and economic partnership. The strength and depth of that relationship rests on several foundations. One is the early work of Dr. Frank Schofield, and his strong support for the cause of Korean independence during the first half of the last century. Dr. Schofield is the only foreigner to be buried in the patriots’ section of the Korea National Cemetery, a clear indication of the esteem in which he is held in Korea.

Another pillar, of course, comes from Canada’s contribution during the Korean War. Canada was the third-largest contributor of UN forces during the conflict. More than 27,000 Canadian troops participated in the defence of South Korea, and 516 gave their lives to that cause. As a result, many Koreans, particularly those who lived through the war, continue to express gratitude for Canada’s sacrifices. And Canadians, in particular veterans of the War, remain proud of our contribution to the development of a free and prosperous Korea.

Our relationship is also enhanced by strong people-to-people ties. There are over 200,000 Canadians and landed immigrants of Korean origin living in Canada.  Most were drawn to Canada because of its image as a highly tolerant, progressive society. Thanks in part to this reputation, Korea is also the number one source of foreign students in Canada. There are 50,000 Koreans studying at Canadian universities and colleges, contributing an estimated one billion dollars to the Canadian economy.

Large numbers of Koreans also visit Canada as tourists. The fact that Korea and Canada allow up to a six month stay in each other’s country without a visa has certainly helped encourage tourism. Last year, more than 180,000 Korean visitors came to Canada.  And let us not forget that over 10,000 Canadians live in Korea.

Canada’s new government recently delivered a Speech from the Throne - a time honoured tradition in our parliamentary system and an opportunity for the government to outline its key priorities and its legislative agenda. I will briefly outline some of the government’s key priorities and discuss how they will impact Canada’s relationship with Korea. 
The Speech from the Throne outlined five key priorities:

· A proud and sovereign Canada in which the Government rigorously defends Canada’s place in the world including through the realization of our strong Arctic vision and a responsible, effective path forward in Afghanistan.
· A strong Canada in which the Government will continue to strengthen the federation – and modernize its democratic institutions.
· A prosperous future in which the Government will provide effective economic leadership and a prosperous future by aggressively moving forward with broad tax cuts and other economic measures.
· A safe and secure Canada in which the Government will continue to tackle crime and strengthen the security of Canadians.
· A healthy environment for Canadians in which the Government will continue to improve the environment and health of Canadians by tackling climate change and delivering realistic and achievable results in areas such as environmental enforcement.

How do these priorities impact Korea? Let me explain.


Canada and Korea are partners in global peace and security. As middle powers, Canada and Korea are both active multilateralists and work hard within the UN system to promote the peaceful resolution of conflicts around the world. We both have strong alliances with the United States, which in the past has provided a wide security umbrella. We are working together to combat international terrorism, including by helping put war-ravaged Afghanistan on the path to stability and democracy.

In Afghanistan, Canada is contributing its soldiers and resources to building democracy at the request of the democratically-elected Afghan government, as part of a NATO-led, UN-sanctioned mission. Our efforts are guided by a 5-year international agreement (2006-2011) called the Afghanistan Compact which establishes the priorities of our significant development aid and support in Afghanistan. And our efforts are making a difference. For example, Canadian support has helped over six million children to receive an education, - one third of whom are girls. Compare this to the 700,000, boys only, registered in 2001. 
Canada also funds a wide range of community development, infrastructure-building, capacity-building and health-related projects. Canadian support assists in addressing the humanitarian needs of the Afghan people by supporting governmental institutions and non-governmental organizations.
Korea and Canada have worked together to help stabilize and rebuild Afghanistan. Canada hopes to see Korea’s continued involvement in this noble effort, which will help the people of Afghanistan to stand on their own feet and rebuild their country.

Canada and Korea can also work together to bring peace and stability to the Korean Peninsula. 

In July 2000, Canada recognized North Korea as a state and member of the international community, and in February 2001, Canada established diplomatic relations, based on recognition and optimism that North Korea wanted serious engagement with the international community. Concerns remain, however, over North Korea’s missile and nuclear development, human rights situation, and overall health of the population.  
Canada believes that the Six Party Talks are the most effective framework in which the nuclear crisis can be resolved.  Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs released a statement following the last round of the Six Party Talks and the inter-Korean Summit. The Minister welcomed the Six-Party Talks agreement in which North Korea pledged to provide a complete declaration of all its nuclear programs and disable the Yongbyon nuclear facilities by December 31, 2007. These are important steps toward the full dismantlement of North Korea’s nuclear weapons programs. 

The Minister also voiced his support for the inter-Korean dialogue as a welcome step that can only enhance understanding between North and South Korea. Canada expects that this will contribute toward greater inter-Korean economic cooperation and the reduction of military tension, as well as to the realization of the Korean people’s desire for peaceful reunification of the peninsula. 

Canada fully supports efforts to bring peace to the peninsula and we are following developments with great interest. At the same time, we remain responsive to North Korea’s urgent humanitarian needs.  In this vein, Canada has provided $85 million in humanitarian assistance since 1996, including $1 million in response to the August flood.
Both Canada and Korea are also partners in the promotion and protection of human rights internationally, as members of the United Nations Human Rights Council.  Our countries agreed that Council members should abide by the highest standards for the protection and promotion of human rights and present voluntary commitments and pledges and we have agreed to be amongst the first UN member countries to undergo universal periodic review by our peers.
Canada has been a consistently strong voice for the protection and promotion of human rights and the advancement of democratic values.  The name of Canadian John Humphrey is closely linked with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of which he was one of the principal authors. Canada was one of the founding members of the Commission on Human Rights, was active in its work throughout its 60 year history and continues its constructive engagement on the Human Rights Council, its replacement body.  

Canadians rightly expect their government to be a leader in the protection and promotion of human rights internationally as this reflects fundamental values that Canadians hold dear, including respect for diversity and tolerance of others’ beliefs. Canadians also believe that those countries that respect fundamental human rights and the rule of law are less likely to experience instability and upheaval. They are also more likely to enjoy robust economic development and are less likely to export terrorism.

Canada is also typically among the first countries to offer international humanitarian assistance when violent conflict, economic, environmental or social crises erupt. Encouraging respect for human rights goes to the heart of addressing the problem of international terrorism. 

Korea also plays an important role in enhancing Canadian prosperity. In 2006, Korea was the 7th largest market for Canadian exports and the 8th largest source of Canadian imports. A Canada-Korea Free Trade Agreement, currently under negotiation, offers the prospect of further deepening our bilateral relationship. While there are still a few issues to be negotiated, we hope that an agreement will be concluded soon.

Combating climate change is another major objective for my government and poses a serious threat to the health and lives not only of Canadians, but people around the world, including Koreans. Global warming, as its name suggests, is truly global in scale, and combating it requires an effective, integrative approach, with governments and people around the world working  together to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Canada is ready and willing to lead in the effort by working closely together with the international community. In fact, we have just joined Korea as a member of the Asia-Pacific Partnership for Clean Development and Climate (APP), a complement to international cooperation under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and Kyoto Protocol. 

The APP also provides an excellent opportunity to build on our history of environmental cooperation and to further strengthen the ties between our two countries. Under the APP, Canada and Korea are directly cooperating with each other on the clean technologies necessary to achieving long-term reductions in emissions of greenhouse gases. Canada can bring significant value-added to the partnership given our expertise in environmental technologies and services relevant to the APP Task Forces. 

In closing, I’d like to emphasize that, from trade and tourism to politics and the environment, there are many areas of common interest to both our countries. Our relations are strong, but have potential to grow even more, and Canada’s new government is committed to making that happen. Further strengthening of our relations, however, will depend heavily on people like you, who understand and appreciate our shared values, want to learn more about us, and are willing to play a bridging role between our two countries.

I will stop here and would be happy to try to answer any questions you might have. 

Thank you very much.
