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GOOD EVENING AND AS-SALAAM ALAYKUM WA RAMADAN KAREEM  [A - SA-LAM-ALI-KUM  WA  RA-MA-DAN KAR-EEM] 

(“AS-SALAAM ALAYKUM” IS THE STANDARD GREETING MEANING “PEACE BE UPON YOU” AND RAMADAN KAREEM ESSENTIALLY MEANS “HAPPY RAMADAN”)
IT IS MY GREAT PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU HERE FOR IFTAR THIS EVENING.  FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO OBSERVE THE HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN, AND FOR THE MUSLIM UMMAH [COMMUNITY OF MUSLIMS] WORLDWIDE, THIS MONTH COMES AS A TIME OF REFLECTION WHICH FORMS A BOND BETWEEN MUSLIMS OF ALL NATIONALITIES AND CULTURES. 

THROUGH MY DISCUSSIONS WITH MUSLIMS IN CANADA AND ELSEWHERE, I HAVE COME TO LEARN MUCH ABOUT THE SYNERGY BETWEEN CANADIAN VALUES AND CORE PRINCIPLES OF ISLAM. THE KORANIC ETHIC OF A COMMON HUMANITY AND THE IMPORTANCE IN THE MUSLIM FAITH OF SHARING ONE’S RESOURCES AND CARING FOR THOSE IN NEED ARE VERY MUCH AT THE CORE OF CANADIAN SOCIETY. 

CANADA CONTINUES TO FOCUS OUR DIPLOMATIC AND DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES ON IMPROVED UNDERSTANDING OF THE DYNAMICS OF MUSLIM COMMUNITIES ABROAD. WE ARE ALSO STEPPING UP OUR EFFORTS ON DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

CANADA IS PROMOTING SECURITY, GOOD GOVERNANCE AND DEVELOPMENT IN AFGHANISTAN – A COUNTRY THAT HAS SUFFERED DECADES OF CONFLICT AND OPPRESSION.  ONCE EXPLOITED BY THE TALIBAN AND AL QAEDA, THE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN HAVE EMBRACED A FUTURE BUILT ON DEMOCRACY, TOLERANCE AND PLURALISM.  
THIS IS A TESTAMENT TO THE WILL AND FORTITUDE OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLE, AS WELL AS TO THE COMMITMENT OF CANADA AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.

IN THE SPIRIT OF REFLECTION ASSOCIATED WITH RAMADAN, I WOULD LIKE TO REVIEW WITH YOU SOME OF THE STEPS THAT WE HAVE TAKEN TO ENHANCE OUR UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAM AND TO REACH OUT TO MUSLIM COMMUNITIES BOTH DOMESTICALLY AND ABROAD.

IN 2005, THIS DEPARTMENT CREATED THE MUSLIM COMMUNITIES WORKING GROUP TO DEVELOP PARTNERSHIPS WITH COUNTRIES OF THE MUSLIM WORLD IN PROMOTING GOOD GOVERNANCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

THE GROUP IS ALSO WORKING ON EDUCATION AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES ON ISLAM AND ENGAGEMENT WITH MUSLIM COMMUNITIES ABROAD INVOLVING CANADA’S DIPLOMATIC CORPS AND OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.  
THIS GROUP CONSULTS WITH OUR MISSIONS ABROAD AND WITH COUNTERPART “WORKING GROUPS ON ISLAM” IN EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES, SIMILARLY FOCUSED ON ENHANCING UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAM AND MUSLIM COMMUNITIES.

COMMUNICATION IS A TWO-WAY STREET AND WE MUST ENSURE OUR FOREIGN POLICY IS PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD IN MUSLIM COMMUNITIES ABROAD. 
CANADA’S APPROACH UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF RESPECT FOR CULTURAL, ETHNIC, AND RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY – VALUES WHICH ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO CANADIAN SOCIETY.

CANADA ALSO SEEKS TO WORK WITH THE UNITED NATIONS AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, TO BRING ABOUT AN END TO CRISES WHICH ARE CAUSING THE SUFFERING OF MILLIONS OF MUSLIMS. THIS INCLUDES SUCH AS ENCOURAGING A SUSTAINABLE PEACE IN SUDAN AS THE CORNERSTONE FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION. 

TO THAT END, CANADA HAS NOT ONLY PROVIDED HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, BUT HAS BEEN ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL CONTRIBUTORS TO THE AFRICAN UNION PEACEKEEPING MISSION IN DARFUR -- WITH A VIEW TO PROVIDING A MEASURE OF PROTECTION TO DARFUR’S SORELY AFFLICTED MUSLIM POPULATION. 

THERE IS NOW A RENEWED CHANCE FOR PEACE. CANADA IS GIVING STRONG SUPPORT TO THE TRANSITION TO A JOINT AFRICAN UNION-UNITED NATIONS HYBRID FORCE TO HELP RESTORE SECURITY TO DARFUR. WE ALSO PROVIDE STRONG DIPLOMATIC AND FINANCIAL BACKING TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND AFRICAN UNION PEACE TALKS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN LIBYA ON OCTOBER 27, FOLLOWING THE END OF RAMADAN.

WE WELCOME THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF SEVERAL SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES IN PROVIDING PEACEKEEPING FORCES AND PROMOTING DIALOGUE IN THE CONTEXT OF CONFLICTS INVOLVING MUSLIM COUNTRIES AND COMMUNITIES. 
I AM ALSO INTERESTED IN BUILDING ON THE FRUITFUL EXCHANGES CANADA HAS HAD WITH FOREIGN MINISTERS OF SEVERAL ORGANIZATION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE-MEMBER COUNTRIES.

CANADA IS ALSO COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING PEACE EFFORTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST.  IN RECENT MONTHS, WE HAVE BEEN PRESENTED WITH RENEWED HOPE FOR PEACE IN THE REGION.  THE REMOVAL OF HAMAS AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW PALESTINIAN GOVERNMENT DEDICATED TO PEACE AND GOVERNANCE HAS CREATED THE PATH FOR PROGRESS.  

WE HAVE WITNESSED OTHER ENCOURAGING SIGNS OF LATE.  IN PARTICULAR, I REFER TO THE RESUMPTION OF A BILATERAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE PALESTINIAN AND ISRAELI LEADERSHIPS.  
I ALSO NOTE THE US-PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL MEETING ON THE MIDDLE EAST, WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL SERVE AS AN IMPORTANT CATALYST TO A RENEWED PEACE PROCESS.  THIS ALSO BUILDS ON THE EFFORTS OF THE ARAB STATES WHO ARE TAKING STEPS TOWARDS IMPLEMENTING THE ARAB PEACE INITIATIVE.  CANADA BELIEVES THAT THERE IS ALSO A NEED FOR ONGOING ATTENTION TO THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEE ISSUE.

MINISTER BERNIER RECENTLY PARTICIPATED IN THE AD-HOC LIAISON COMMITTEE IN NEW YORK. THERE, HE DEMONSTRATED CANADA’S SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT ABBAS AND THE GOVERNMENT OF PRIME MINISTER FAYYAD.  HE ALSO REITERATED THAT CANADA WILL BE A RELIABLE PARTNER FOR THOSE WHO WORK GENUINELY FOR PEACE.  

FOR ALL OF US, HERE IN CANADA AND IN THE MANY COUNTRIES REPRESENTED HERE TODAY, IT IS CRUCIAL THAT WE COMPREHEND THAT WE CANNOT CONTINUE TO ENJOY SECURITY AND PROSPERITY AT HOME --WITHOUT REGARD FOR THE STATE OF THE REST OF THE WORLD. 
IT IS A REALIZATION THAT IS PARTICULARLY RELEVANT DURING THIS MONTH OF RAMADAN, AND IN CELEBRATION OF ISLAMIC HISTORY MONTH; IT TRANSCENDS THE BOUNDS OF CREED, ETHNICITY, LANGUAGE, GENDER AND NATIONALITY, AND PRIORITIZES HUMAN DIGNITY ABOVE ALL ELSE. 
tO THAT END, CANADA IS PROUD TO BE THE HOME OF THE AGA KHAN DEVELOPMENT NETWORK’S GLOBAL CENTRE FOR PLURALISM.  

AS MANY OF YOU KNOW CANADA HAS CONTRIBUTED 30 MILLION DOLLARS TO AN ENDOWMENT TO THE CENTRE.  
This institution will serve the global community as an international centre of excellence for the study, practice and teaching of pluralism – A VALUE THAT CANADIANS SHARE.   

Preserving the ethno-cultural traditions that so enrich our society is the right of all individuals in the context of their families, religious congregations and cultural associations. and IT does not, in and of itself, detract in any way from our shared Canadian citizenship.

I THINK PRIME MINISTER HARPER SUMMED IT UP VERY WELL WHEN HE SAID:

“WHAT DEFINES CANADA – THIS COUNTRY AND ITS CITIES – IS A LAND OF WHERE EVERYONE, REGARDLESS OF THEIR ETHNICITY OR RELIGION – WORKS AND LIVES AND SUCCEEDS TOGETHER.”

EVENTS LIKE THIS EVENING’S DINNER IN CELEBRATION OF RAMADAN PROVIDE A WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT ON THE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION THAT THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY HAS MADE TO CANADA’S RICH HERTIAGE.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING IN THIS EVENING’S IFTAR.  I WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES A BLESSED RAMADAN. 
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