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Ladies and gentlemen,

· Thank you for inviting me to be here today to celebrate Equatoria Day and to share in the pride of your cultures and traditions.  

· Canada is actively involved in a concerted international effort to support a just and lasting peace in all of Sudan.

· Canadian contributions focus primarily on resolving the humanitarian and human rights crisis in Darfur, and supporting the full implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement which ended the southern civil war in January 2005. 

· Since 2004, Canada has spent approximately $441 million throughout Sudan, specifically on humanitarian assistance, peacebuilding projects, reconstruction efforts and support for the African Union Mission in Sudan.  

· Our support for reconstruction is part of a concerted international effort and is largely provided through Multi-Donor Trust Funds at the World Bank. 

· Reconstruction efforts are yielding tangible results including the repair of 40 hospitals and provision of 950,000 textbooks to primary schools. 

· Canada also provides important funding for community-based capacity building initiatives in the South.  Canada’s Stabilization and Reconstruction Task Force, has been a leader in supporting the political and social consolidation of peace in Sudan under its conflict prevention and peacebuilding program. 

· Through support from the Global Peace and Security Fund, Canada is promoting initiatives in several key areas including implementation of Sudan’s peace agreements, strengthening of rule of law institutions, as well as reducing small arms and improving community security. 

· Canada will continue to provide substantial support to peacebuilding initiatives across Sudan and also recognizes and advocates for the importance of the full integration of women into policy development and decision-making in all aspects of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. 

· Women play an instrumental role in ensuring both peace and development in Sudan and are significant actors in reconstruction efforts and relief assistance. 

· Canada’s support for the return of internally displaced persons and refugees to their home communities is an essential part of our programming in Sudan. We are working with partners to strengthen the capacity of host communities in Sudan to receive returnees and refugees. 

· Most recently, the Canadian International Development Agency has committed $13 million over five years to fund an umbrella project to support the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and displaced populations and home communities in Sudan’s transitional regions of Abyei, South Kordofan and Blue Nile. 

· Canada will continue to support efforts to ensure the security of the people both living and returning to the region, including those efforts to address the serious impediments posed by landmines to reconstruction and humanitarian assistance. 

· Canadian support to the United Nations Mine Action Survey has helped to de-mine 857 kilometres of roads for safe transportation between Khartoum and the Uganda border.

· Canada continues to remain deeply concerned by the humanitarian situation throughout all of Sudan. 

· Canada is, in fact, one of the principal donors to the African Union Mission in Sudan. 

· Canada welcomed the UN Security Council’s landmark decision of July 31 to establish an AU-UN hybrid peace operations mission in the troubled region of Darfur.

· On August 1, Canada announced an additional $48 million to support this mission throughout the transition period. This brings Canada’s total support to $286 million since 2004.

· This mission, coinciding with the renewal of the peace process, will be critical in ensuring both an effective ceasefire and a lasting peace for the people of Darfur. 

· This is an important and critical step not only in resolving the conflict in Darfur, but also toward strengthening implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement.

· There can be no effective or sustained reconstruction and development in any part of Sudan without peace and stability, and respect for human rights in all of Sudan.

