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Alberta constituencl' of Calgaty East and Parliamentaty
Secretary to Canada's Nlinister of Foreign Affairs. Besides

working devoudy for further improvement of Indo-
Canadian bilateral relations, Deepak has also earned

eminence for the pioneering achievements he has made in
Canada. Itu,'as due to his concetted effotts that tesulted u'ith
the hrst ever Diwali celebration being held on Padiament
Hill in 1999, and v'ith u'hich Canada became the first
countrl in the $restern u-odd to have such festive

celebrations in a federal Padiamentary setting. The second

ground breaking feat goes to Deepak's credit for his

accomplishment made in the fotmation of the Canada India
Parliamentarl, Friendship Group *'hich aims at ptomoting
and br-rilding a strong relationship among Padiamentanans

of the nvo countties. In 2009, these feats earned him the

pre stigious Prar.asi Bharatiya Samman from the
Gor-ernment of India.

Thus. Deepak',s journer to the corridors of porver is

c, ,.;creil -lrc,ugh ro;rds clllttcred t-ith bumps and barriers.

R:. -.',::: r:. .:::: J:: ,ti lrs endre iimih ri'ite \eena,
::-...::.r ?:--:,. K,'.--.'-.- .,::d -\:::-'.i .iid s,ln n-la"i'Robin llartin
-- -:-.:':. ::- :,--. : -s.i:::. ,.rl :-s motl-itr. brotl-rer and -.ister

-.:i c- .. =.::i. -.:d th:i,r,:gh l:rC s-ork and determination,
D-.:..-- i:..s m:nage d to o\ ercome adr-ersities, break
l:irre rs ancl chart a path tl-rat he s-as destined to do.

Deepak u-as born in Tanzania in 1950 in a small

German hospital in a rural tor.vn called Oldeani, near the
u'orld famous Ngorongoro Crater. Deepak's father, the late

Om Prakash Obhrai ran a quarrt, in Moshi, Tanzania before
he passed away at the age of 36, when Deepak rvas on1\- six

-vears old. The demise of Deepak's father at such a voung age

shook the very foundation of the familr,. He savs it was a

le sson of life that taught him to expect the \rorst, but to keep

a positir.e outlook at all times.
Deepak recollects: I'After m1' father's death, m1, mother

\\'ent to urork, fitst as a teacher, then as an administratir-e

clerk in a sugar factorv in Arusha Chini (close to NIoshi) and

as a bank clerk in Arusha, whete she retited." Thus, u'hateve r
Deepak is todar, the credit goes to his mother and to his

supportir-e s'ife and chiidren. Deepak also fondly
remembers the support of his sister Rita, who norr,'lives in
Calgarr s"itl.r her husbancl. His elder brothet, Neil Obhrai,
s-ho s-as raised bl hi-. qrandparents, is well setded in the UI(
$-1th his vite and nr-o daugl-rters.

Having no t-athe t ancl onh- a s.ot king mother thefe we re

not much financial resources available to pursue higher

education. Available resources permitted Deepak to onli'
{inish primary school in Tanzania at the Aga I{han School

and at the Atusha Secondary School. His chemisttv teacher

in Arusha recommended to his mother that Deepak be sent

to India to complete high school. It is hor.v he ended up at

Daly College Indore, one of the most prestigious public
schools in India. Deepak credits the expetience at Da1,v

College as an invaluable gill of education that helPed la), the

foundation for his futute successes.
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trollorving his stint at Dalv College, from rvhere he

graduated rvith honours, Deepak set his sights on higher

education. It u'as his uncle , Nlr. Tilak Raj Behal, -v[6 stePPed

in and paid for Deepak's tuition fees to go to the UIi and ger

trained as an Air Traihc Controller. Although becoming a

pibt in Air Fotce or in Civil Aviation was still an unrealistic
dream in Africa at that time, Dee pak u'as determined to make

his dreams come true. Thus, he landed in the UI{ anc

pursued his ,\ir Trafflc Control course, but there, he needec

monev for his sun.ival because his uncle had paid his tuitior,
fees onlr,. Therefore, Deepak needed to earn his livinc
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