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Prime Minister Harper recognizes Deepak Obhrai as a 

trail-blazer, at the 10th National Diwali Celebration on Parliament Hill

(OTTAWA) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation hosted the 10th National Diwali Celebration on Parliament Hill on Tuesday, November 16. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper joined Deepak and an overflowing crowd of more than 500 people at the Government Conference Centre in Ottawa,  which included Members of Parliament, members of the diplomatic corps and Indo-Canadians from Ottawa, Toronto and Montreal. More than 25 Hindu temples and community organizations from Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal sent representatives to the event,  underlying the significance that the South Asian and Indo-Canadian community places on this important event.

Welcoming the audience, Deepak noted that the overflowing crowd gathered to witness the celebration is testament to the fact that Canada was truly a multi-cultural country.

Deepak pointed out that this is the fifth occasion Prime Minister Harper has attended the National Diwali celebration, and thanked the Prime Minister for his support for the Indo-Canadian community and for his vision towards enhancing Indo-Canadian relations.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper in his speech recognized Deepak as a trail-blazer whose path will be followed by many others.  He congratulated Deepak for once again hosting a glittering Diwali celebration. 

“It is just one of so many things you have done over the course of your eventful and productive life to bring people, communities, and even countries, together. As the founding president of the Canada-India Parliamentary Friendship Group, for example, you have made tremendous contributions to strengthening relations between Canada and India. Since coming to Canada more than 30 years ago, 
More………
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you have succeeded at everything you put your hand to in business and in politics. You and your wife Neena have also raised a lovely family, which now includes third-generation-Canadian Ohbrais. And through all this you have blazed a trail into the mainstream of Canadian life that has become a well-worn path for hundreds of thousands of Indo-Canadians,” the Prime Minister said.
The Prime Minister also recognized Deepak Obhrai as the person who first raised the need for a free trade agreement between Canada and India.  “We have launched negotiations aimed at producing a Comprehensive Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement. In fact, the opening session of those negotiations was held this morning. Which makes this a proud day for our entire team. A day that we have been patiently working towards, ever since 2005, when the idea was first raised in the House of Commons, by Deepak Obhrai,” the Prime Minister said.

In a statement he made in Parliament in November 2005, Deepak expressed the need for an FTA between the two countries, based on the emerging growth of the Indian economy and the potential opportunities to would present to Canada. When a Conservative government comes to power, it will give actions to words, Obhrai told Parliament then.  
Jason Kenney, Minister for Multiculturalism, Citizenship & Immigration, Indian High Commissioner Shashishekar Gavai and ambassadors from Pakistan, Tanzania, Sri Lanka and Taiwan and a number of Parliamentarians and Senators  were among the guests of honour. 

The 10th National Diwali Celebration on Parliament Hill was organized by the India Canada Association of the National Capital Region and the Indo Canada Ottawa Business Chamber, in association with the office of Deepak Obhrai, M.P.
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