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News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, January 5, 2009
Government of Canada Invests in Calgary Playgrounds
Calgary, Alberta – Deepak Obhrai, Member of Parliament for Calgary East, on behalf of the Honourable Lynne Yelich, Minister of State for Western Economic Diversification, announced today federal funding to strengthen Community Infrastructure in Calgary. Funding for this investment is being provided under the Recreational Infrastructure Canada (RInC) program of Canada’s Economic Action Plan. 
“Our Government’s investment in Parks Foundation Calgary(PFC), is continuing to build Infrastructure in Calgary, to encourage greater participation in physical education and the use of recreational facilities,” said Deepak Obhrai, Member of Parliament for Calgary East. 

The federal grant of $309,517.00 will be administered by PFC to replace 13 playgrounds in Calgary. The playgrounds are identified in areas of high need and are reconstructed to meet safety standards. The projects are in conjunction with the City of Calgary, PFC, community fundraising, and private donation. 
“The playgrounds are an important part of many communities across Calgary. They will bring us together as families, friends and neighbours to interface with each other through sports, while getting fit and healthy, and most importantly, having fun,” said Obhrai. 
“It is obviously a great pleasure for me to be making this announcement today especially considering five of the playgrounds which are receiving federal funds are in deserving communities within my riding, including Forrest Lawn, Albert Park, Marlborough and two in Forrest Heights.”
The Recreational Infrastructure Canada (RInC) program will invest $500 million in recreational facilities across Canada over a two-year period. It will provide a temporary economic stimulus that will help reduce the impacts of the global recession while renewing, upgrading and expanding recreational infrastructure in Canadian communities. 

For information on Canada’s Economic Action Plan, please visit www.actionplan.gc.ca.
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For additional information, contact: 

Dennis Jameson

Special Assistant

Office of Deepak Obhrai, MP Calgary East
Telephone:  (403) 207-3030
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