[image: image1.jpg]## CANADA'S ECONOMIC

ACTION PLAN j5 | PLAN D'ACTION

y ECONOMIQUE DU CANADA %
s






- 2 -


News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday December 16, 2009
Government of Canada Invests in Key Calgary Recreational Centre 
Calgary, Alberta – Deepak Obhrai, Member of Parliament for Calgary East, on behalf of the Honourable Lynne Yelich, Minister of State for Western Economic Diversification, announced today federal funding to strengthen economic opportunities in Calgary. Funding for this investment is being provided under the Recreational Infrastructure Canada (RInC) program, a major job creating investment from Canada’s Economic Action Plan. 
“Our Government’s investment in the Recreational Infrastructure Canada program is creating jobs in Calgary, while encouraging greater participation in physical education and the use of recreational facilities,” said Deepak Obhrai, Member of Parliament for Calgary East. “Investing in Applewood will help bring us together as families, friends and neighbours to learn new skills, exchange ideas, get fit and healthy, and have fun. All this while helping to stimulate the local economy.” added Obhrai. 
The Federal grant of $421,273.00 will be used by the Applewood Park Community Association to help upgrade recreational amenities. It will provide a long term investment in the quality of life for East Calgary. 
“The goal of our community association, and the many volunteers who are the heart of the community, has been to encourage and promote healthy recreation activities and provide the services, facilities and equipment required to reasonably meet the needs of the community and thereby enhance the community quality of life.” said Brent Harder, President of the Applewood Community Association.  “We have worked hard to provide a facility within our community, and with this announcement of financial support from the Government of Canada, along with fund raising from our volunteers and financial support from the Alberta Government, we will be opening our Applewood Athletic Park next year.” added Harder. 
The upgrades will provide children's playgrounds, pathways, skating rinks, upgraded tennis courts, walking trails and a fitness circuit to provide year-round, outdoor, multi-use opportunities that encourage families and individuals to be more active.
The Recreational Infrastructure Canada (RInC) program will invest $500 million in recreational facilities across Canada over a two-year period. It will provide a temporary economic stimulus that will help reduce the impacts of the global recession while renewing, upgrading and expanding recreational infrastructure in Canadian communities. 
RInC is part of Canada’s Economic Action Plan, the Government of Canada’s multi-faceted stimulus plan that will ensure a quick recovery from the current economic downturn. Western Economic Diversification Canada is delivering the initiative in the four western provinces.

For information on Canada’s Economic Action Plan, please visit www.actionplan.gc.ca.
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For additional information, contact: 

Dennis Jameson
Special Assistant 
Office of Deepak Obhrai, MP, Calgary East
Telephone:  (403) 207-3030
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