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Deepak Obhrai condemns IRB decision to grant refugee status to South African based on his colour

(CALGARY) The following statement is not made as a parliamentary secretary,  but as an immigrant to Canada from Africa and is my personal reflection.

"I am shocked and outraged at the decision by Canada's Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB) to grant refugee status to South African Brandon Huntley based on his claim that he was persecuted in his native country because of his colour.

“Having grown up in Africa and witnessed the devastating effects of apartheid, in this case against blacks and Indians, it is beyond my understanding how a Canadian institution makes a decision on racial basis.

“This decision by the IRB shows a serious lack of judgment and is completely devoid of ground reality. Furthermore, it is in total contradiction to the Canadian values that all immigrants  have come to respect.  All across the world today, people and governments are working hard to build bridges of understanding between communities. The same optimism is prevalent in South Africa, where I attended the inauguration of President Jacob Zuma this spring. There I witnessed firsthand efforts made by all South Africans to put the legacy of hate based on colour behind them. In Canada there is no room for decisions to be made based on a person’s colour.” 
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