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Deepak Obhrai hosts Iftar dinner in Ottawa

“Canadians of Muslim faith have played and continue to play an integral role in the development of our country on social, political and economic fronts.”  

(OTTAWA) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs recently hosted a Iftar dinner at the Department of Foreign Affairs marking the Islamic Holy Month of Ramadan.

The annual event, held in Ottawa on September 15th  was attended by   members of the diplomatic corps and senior officials of the government.

In his speech to the distinguished gathering, Parliamentary Secretary Obhrai said:

“Tonight’s special evening comes before the month of October, which Canada’s parliament has proclaimed Islamic History Month.  This month will celebrate the many important contributions that Muslims have made to global society in general, as well as the specific contributions of Muslim Canadians to Canada.
The daily fast during Ramadan exemplifies the many values that are shared by Canadians of all faiths, such as the importance of sharing our resources and caring for those in need.  

Promoting these shared values involves all of us working in partnership, which is why I am delighted we are able to come together, with our local Muslim community, as well as Muslim communities worldwide, during this holy month.

Continued……………
On this note, Canadians of Muslim faith have played and continue to play an integral role in the development of our country on social, political and economic fronts.  Newcomers from Muslim countries continue to make Canada their home, with Pakistan and Iran being within the top ten source countries of newcomers to Canada.  

As countries and people around the world become increasingly connected, inter-cultural and inter-religious cooperation become even more important. 
We look forward to continuing our work with other countries including those whose representatives have joined us here today, as well as academics, journalists, and other civil society representatives to explore further possibilities to promote cooperation and understanding between cultures and faiths.

In this vein, this month Canada is co-sponsoring (with Italy, the alliance of civilizations, and the international organization for migration) a meeting entitled “the inter-ethnic city: management and policies for a better integration of migrants,” on the sidelines of the united nations general assembly in New York.

As you may know, our department’s Muslim communities working group continues its efforts to develop partnerships with Muslim communities around the world for the promotion of good governance and economic development.  

Its research projects and training courses help make our officials more knowledgeable about Islam and better acquainted with the issues facing Muslim communities around the world.  All of these efforts greatly benefit from the continued cooperation of your embassies and high commissions,” Obhrai said.
Prime Minister Stephen Harper sent greetings to the gathering, which was read out by Parliamentary Secretary Obhrai. The Prime Minister said:

Continued……………

“This annual event, hosted by Deepak Obhrai, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, is a wonderful opportunity to highlight the contributions of Muslims to both the global community and Canadian society. 
As we prepare to celebrate Islamic History Month in Canada this October, this holy time reminds us of the cultural vitality of our vast and beautiful nation. Canada is a model to the world of a pluralistic and harmonious society. We draw strength from our rich cultural legacy and are unified in a spirit of respect and mutual understanding. Eid ul Fitr is a joyous time of thanksgiving for Muslims around the world and we are proud in Canada to recognize this remarkable celebration of Muslim faith and traditions.”
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