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Parliamentary Secretary Obhrai Celebrates Croatia’s 
Day of Independence

(Ottawa) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, accompanied by Lynne Yelich, M.P. and Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification), congratulated the Croatian Ambassador to Canada, Vesela Mrden Korac, on the occasion of Croatia’s Independence Day.
The decision of the Croatian Parliament on declaring independence came into force on October 8, 1991 based on a referendum held in Croatia in May 1991.
“The Government of Canada highly values the excellent bilateral relationship that exists between our two countries”, stated PS Obhrai. “I am delighted to join with my colleague, Lynne Yelich, and Ambassador Korac in marking Croatia’s Independence Day, and look forward to furthering Canada’s meaningful relationship with Croatia.”
 

Since 2006, there have been a high level of exchanges between Canada and Croatia.  Ministers Peter MacKay, , Jason Kenney, Speaker of the Senate Noel Kinsella, former Minister Maxime Bernier, and  Parliamentary Secretary Gerald Keddy visited Croatia. PS Obhrai also travelled to Croatia in 2007 and in 2008 to discuss strengthening economic cooperation, Canada's strong support for Croatia's NATO membership, and other areas of bilateral cooperation. The Government of Canada lifted visa restrictions on Croatian nationals in 2009.  Various high level Croatian delegations have also visited Canada, including Croatia’s Defence Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, Minister of Agriculture, and the Speaker of the Croatian Parliament.
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