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Parliamentary Secretary Obhrai attends inauguration of President Jacob Zuma; congratulates South Africa in Parliament, for its transition to a true democracy
(Ottawa) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. for Calgary East and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, today made the following statement in the House of Commons:

It is with great pleasure that I rise today to give good news from Africa.  Once again the Republic of South Africa has undergone a peaceful transfer of power through a free and fair election.  

This past weekend I had the honour to represent Canada at the inauguration of President Jacob Zuma.  

South Africa has experienced tremendous upheaval in its history. From discrimination of its majority citizens and now to the building of a multi-racial society.

South Africa will always remind the world of horrors of discrimination. But it will also remind the world of reconciliation, a tribute to the first democratically elected President Nelson Mandela.

On behalf of the Government and people of Canada, I wish to extend our congratulations and best wishes to all South Africans on their march into the future as a truly democratic and multiracial society.
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