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Indian Government awards Deepak Obhrai the highest honour given to overseas Indians
(Chennai, India) The Government of India today awarded the prestigious “Pravasi Bharatiya Samman” award, the highest honour given to overseas Indians, to Canadian M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Deepak Obhrai.

The award was presented to Obhrai by the President of India, Pratibha Devisingh Patil, in the southern Indian city of Chennai. Obhrai was in Chennai to attend the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention. 

Mr. Obhrai, whose family immigrated to Tanzania from India and who was later educated in India, was a guest of honour at the PBD Convention and delivered the keynote address at the convention’s Regional Workshop on Canada.

“ This is a great honour not only for me, but for my entire family, whose ancestors migrated from India to East Africa in the early 1900s. It is also an honour for Canada and for my fellow Canadians of Indian origin,” Obhrai said. “In keeping with the spirit of this award, I will continue to build on the great strides our government has already made to strengthen economic, social and political ties with India.” 
The citation said Deepak Obhrai is recognized for his contribution in strengthening  Canada-India relations
Obhrai, who was first elected to Canada’s federal Parliament in 1997 from the riding of Calgary East, was reelected consecutively in 2000, 2004, 2006 and 2008. He is the senior most Indo Canadian in the current Conservative government. 

Since the year 2003, the Government of India has been hosting the PBD convention for people of Indian origin residing outside India, to provide a platform for them to engage with India. Today, this convention has become the most prestigious event for the Indian diaspora worldwide.
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