	[image: image1.png]



	Deepak Obhrai, MP
Calgary East

Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and the

Minister of International Cooperation 


	Media Release



	For Immediate Release
	May 23, 2008



Deepak Obhrai has audience with His Holiness the Pope during visit to Holy See

(OTTAWA) Deepak Obhrai, Member of Parliament for Calgary East and Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and to the Minister of International Cooperation, this week had an audience with His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, during a visit to the Holy See.

Mr. Obhrai was accompanying Foreign Minister Maxime Bernier on an official visit to Croatia, Italy and the Holy See from May 19 to 22, 2008.

Pope Benedict blessed Obhrai and also wished much success on Canada and her people.

“I was deeply honoured to have an audience with His Holiness the Pope and to be blessed by him,” Obhrai said.

“Canada is a multi-ethnic nation which guarantees religious freedoms and pluralism. This is why, as a Canadian of the Hindu faith, I was honoured and pleased to be blessed by the Pope. The experience further enhanced my joy of being a part of a truly multicultural Canada,” Obhrai said.
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