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Canada’s achievements in Afghanistan are remarkable, but more remains to be done, Obhrai tells Parliament
(OTTAWA) Canada’s mission to Afghanistan has made tangible and valuable improvements in the lives of the Afghan people; which is why it is important for Canada to provide a mandate for the work to continue into the future, Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, told Parliament on Tuesday.   

Speaking at the debate on a confidence motion to determine the future of Canada’s role in Afghanistan, Obhrai pointed out that Canadian achievement in the war-torn country was remarkable, but a lot more remained to be done.

“It is evident that the commitment to Afghanistan made by successive Canadian governments has not yet been completed. The ultimate objective is to enable the Afghans to govern their own country.  By signalling our intent to withdraw now, we would run the risk of losing everything that we have worked for. There is little doubt the cost of failure and abandonment would be high,” Obhrai said.

The motion, introduced in the House of Commons by the Conservative Government, provides an extension of the mission to July, 2011, on condition NATO provides an extra 1,000 troops to rotate into Kandahar by February, 2009, the current mission end date.

Obhrai said: “What has been achieved in Afghanistan since the overthrow of the Taliban is remarkable. Through Afghan determination, Canadian efforts, and the support of the international community, Afghans are showing leadership and taking control of their own lives and their country as a whole.”  

Canada has helped Afghanistan make great strides in the areas of education, health, economic development, good governance and building institutional capacities, Obhrai explained.

“We are proud that Canada is assisting in these developments. We are especially proud of the tremendous work being accomplished by the brave Canadian men and women, both military and civilian, who are serving in Afghanistan,” he added. 

Obhrai explained to the House that the important work Canada has undertaken in Afghanistan is squarely in line with Canada’s proud record of international engagement. 

“We owe it to the Afghan people, our allies and ourselves to ensure that Canada lives up to this important commitment,” he said.

-30-

For more information, contact Mohan Samarasinghe at (613) 947-4566
	Ottawa Office:
Room 426N Centre Block
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6
Tel:  (613) 947-4566
Fax:  (613) 947-4569
	[image: image2.png]



	Constituency Office:
Radisson Centre
Suite 225, 525-28 Street East
Calgary, AB
T2A 6W9
Tel:  (403) 207-3030
Fax:  (403) 207-3035



[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]