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Authentic dialogue with the democratic movement must occur if there is to be democratic reform in Burma, Obhrai tells Parliament 

(OTTAWA) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, today made the following statement in the House of Commons:

“Canada was appalled by last September’s violent crackdown by the Burmese regime on protesters exercising their right to peaceful dissent. This is why last November this government imposed the world’s toughest sanctions against the Burmese regime. 

The Burmese authorities have continued to arrest and detain those who participated in the protests.  This January the regime charged 10 pro-democracy activists. 

On Saturday, the Burmese regime announced its intention to hold a referendum on a new constitution in May, as well as general elections in 2010. However, Canada believes that an authentic dialogue with members of the democratic movement must occur if there is to be democratic reform in Burma. 

We urge the Burmese regime to include all concerned parties in both the constitutional and electoral process.” 
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