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Obhrai says NDP stance will only hurt the people of Afghanistan

 

(OTTAWA)  “All Canadians were dismayed to hear that Sayad Parwez Kambaksh was given a death sentence by a court in northern Afghanistan two weeks ago for allegedly insulting Islam.  And, along with others in the international community, we have raised our concerns with the Government of Afghanistan and are actively pursuing this,” Deepak Obhrai, Parliamentary Secretary to Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime Bernier said today.
 
“However, The NDP should stop talking out of both sides of its mouth when it comes to the critical issue of Afghanistan. If the NDP really cared about what was happening in Afghanistan, they would fully support our mission there and they would also support the Manley report,” Mr Obhrai said.
 

“The NDP wants Canada to pull out of the United Nations mandated NATO mission, saying the Taliban cannot be beaten.  If  Jack Layton and the NDP got their way and NATO pulled out, I wonder what the Taliban would do to this journalist when they resumed their reign of terror,”  Obhrai asked.
  
 “The question the NDP caucus has to ask itself is this: if the Taliban returned to power, what would happen to the rights, and the life, of Sayed Pervez Kambaksh and others like him?” 
 
“While the NDP wrestles with the challenge of consistency, we will continue to support the hard work that Canadians are doing in Afghanistan to lay down foundations for human rights,” concluded Obhrai.
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