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Obhrai says Canada encouraged by Philippines’ initiatives to tackle human rights abuses

(Ottawa) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs and for International Cooperation, today told Parliament that Canada was encouraged by recent developments in the Philippines with regards to promoting and protecting human rights.  

Obhrai told Parliament: “The Philippines faces serious human rights challenges, notably, the ongoing extrajudicial killings and the apparent culture of impunity. Canada raised these concerns on April 11 during the Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review of the Philippines. 

Canada also encouraged the Philippines to ensure that its security forces are aware of human rights and of their responsibility to protect human rights defenders.

Canada is encouraged that the Philippines have expressed their commitment to end extrajudicial killings through undertaking initiatives such as Task Force USIG, the Melo Commission, and the visit of the UN Special Rapporteur Phillip Alston. We also commend the laudable role of the Supreme Court in the preservation of human rights and the pursuit of justice.

We encourage the Philippines to work at implementing the recommendations before them and to make progress on convictions. Canada supports the Philippines in implementing measures to promote and protect the human rights of all Filipinos.”
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