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Obhrai hosts IFTAR dinner

(Ottawa) Deepak Obhrai, Member of Parliament and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, hosted an Iftar Dinner on October 9, 2007 at the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Ottawa.

Ambassadors and representatives of 28 foreign embassies joined department officials at the dinner in celebration of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

Speaking at the event, Obhrai pointed out that there was much synergy between Canadian values and core principles of Islam. "Canada's approach to foreign policy underscores the importance of respect for cultural, ethnic, and religious diversity-values that are fundamental to Canadian society," Obhrai said.

Obhrai reminded the audience of some of the steps Canada has taken to enhance its understanding of Islam and to reach out to Muslim communities both domestically and abroad. Among them:

· Canada's role as a principal contributor to the African Union Peacekeeping Mission in Darfur -- with a view to providing a measure of protection to Darfur's sorely afflicted Muslim population.

· Canada's commitment towards supporting peace efforts in the Middle East.

· The various community outreach initiatives by members of the House of Commons, the Department of Canadian Heritage and the RCMP.

Obhrai also emphasized the importance of respecting multi-ethnic traditions that continue to contribute towards the harmonious co-existence between Canadians of various cultural backgrounds. 

"Preserving the ethno-cultural traditions that so enrich our society is the right of all individuals in the context of their families, religious congregations and cultural associations. And it does not, in and of itself, detract in any way from our shared Canadian citizenship," he said.

Obhrai quoted Prime Minister Stephen Harper who summed it up as such:  "What defines Canada - this country and its cities - is a land where everyone, regardless of their ethnicity or religion - works and lives and succeeds together."
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