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The Arctic is central to Canada’s national identity, Obhrai tells Parliament
(OTTAWA) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, today made the following statement in the House of Commons:

“The Arctic is a fundamental part of Canada’s history.  It is central to our national identity.  It is also an emerging region on the verge of major change.  

This is why the Government of Canada is developing an integrated Northern Strategy that, among other things, strengthens Canada’s sovereignty.

To deliver on the international dimensions of the strategy, we will ensure that Canada remains a world leader in regulation of both shipping and the environment in the Arctic.  

This Government will also complete a comprehensive mapping of Canada’s Arctic seabed extending beyond the 200 nautical mile Exclusive Economic Zone.  The submission is due in 2013 and is intended to confirm, based on the scientific and technical criteria of UNCLOS, the extent of the area over which Canada has sovereign rights to its continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles.  

Our Arctic foreign policy will help to shape a region responsive to our values and interests, working through the Arctic Council and bilaterally with our neighbours.

By focusing on Canada’s Arctic and standing-up for our sovereignty, we have sent an important message to the world: Canada is back as a credible player on the international stage. “ 
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