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Obhrai welcomes Philippines’ efforts to overcome human rights challenges

(OTTAWA) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, today made the following statement in the House of Commons:

“The Philippines faces serious human rights challenges. Foremost among these is the large number of extra-judicial killings that have been reported. These killings have targeted political activists, journalists, and others. Many of them have gone unresolved.  
Canada has expressed our concerns on numerous occasions to the Philippine Government about extrajudicial killings and the apparent culture of impunity that is undermining law and order. Canadian officials continue to meet and consult with groups most affected by the violence. We support building capacity and expertise in Philippine government institutions that are mandated to improve the human rights situation. 

However, I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the important steps the Philippines has taken to address this problem in putting Task Force USIG, the Melo Commission, and the invitation of the UN Special Rapporteur. Further, President Arroyo has also stated her intention to implement new measures, including the creation of “Special Courts” to investigate the killings, and the strengthening of witness protection measures, to address this issue.
Canada welcomes this commitment to improving human rights, and will support efforts by the Philippine government to put an end to extra-judicial killings.”
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