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Obhrai has audience with his Holiness Pujya Pramukh Swami Maharaj
(Ottawa) On Monday July 23, 2007, Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs had an audience with his Holiness Pujya Pramukh Swami Maharaj. After obtaining his blessing, Obhrai thanked his Holiness for his gift to Canada, the building of the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, a magnificent temple in Toronto.
Later on, while addressing the congregation, Obhrai stated that, “Temples are sources of spiritual energy for humanity.  They fulfill the vital role of strengthening the spiritual bond between mankind and God.”  Obhrai then went on to thank the BAPS for the spiritual, humanitarian and social work that it has undertaken worldwide. 
Most importantly, Obhrai noted in his address, the importance of the principles of understanding, tolerance and brotherhood preached by his Holiness especially when, the narrow interpretation of certain ideologies has led to violent conflicts in some regions of the world such as in Afghanistan and Iraq.
“In Canada, this temple joins gurdwaras, mosques, cathedrals and churches already co-existing peacefully and it is this peaceful co-existence that makes us proud to be Canadian,” said Obhrai.
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