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Prime Minister Stephen Harper heads Diwali celebration on Parliament Hill

(Ottawa) The 8th Annual Diwali celebration on Parliament Hill was held on Thursday, November 1st at 6.30 p.m.

The event was attended by Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Minister of Foreign Affairs Maxime Bernier, Secretary of State for Multiculturalism and Canadian Identity Jason Kenney, Leader of the Opposition Stephane Dion, many members of parliament and senators, foreign envoys and Indo-Canadians from Ottawa, Toronto and Montreal.  

As in the past years, the event was organized by Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, together with Indo-Canadian community organizations from Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa.

Obhrai was not at the evening’s celebration as he was travelling overseas on an official visit. Issuing a statement prior to his departure, Obhrai said:

“Today, Diwali can be considered a truly Canadian festival. With eight continuous annual festivals on Parliament Hill, we have made this Canada’s national Diwali celebration. We must continue this great tradition into the future,” Obhrai said.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper, in his speech, reflected on how Deepak Obhrai had begun the celebration of Diwali on Parliament Hill eight years ago and kept it going for so long. 

The Prime Minister also reflected on how the celebration of Diwali on Parliament Hill symbolized Canada’s unity in diversity. He said: “Our ethnic diversity is surpassed only by our unity of purpose. Regardless of our surnames, our native language, our religious affiliation or the quarrels of our ancestors, we are a people bound together by a 
common goal - to build a peaceful, prosperous nation where equality of opportunity trumps the presumption of privilege where we honour the past and uphold tradition, but put old arguments behind us and stay focused on the future.”

Indian High Commissioner Rajamani Lakshmi Narayan said the festival of lights celebrated the victory of good over evil, light over darkness, and knowledge over ignorance.

The Prime Minister and guests of honour lit the traditional Diwali lamp and participated in a traditional blessings ceremony amidst chanting of Vedic mantras by nine priests from the three cities. Guests were treated to a cultural performance, Diwali sweets and a vegetarian supper.

Co-organisers of the event were: India Canada Association of Ottawa, Indo Canada Ottawa Business Chamber, Federation of Hindu Temples of Canada, Hindu Mandir of Montreal, Hindu Temple of Ottawa Carleton, India Canada Organization of Montreal, Hindu Sabha Temple Brampton, Vishnu Temple Toronto, the Canadian Council of Hindus and the Vishwa Shakti Durga Temple of Ottawa.
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For more information, contact Mohan Samarasinghe at (613) 947-4566
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