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Obhrai urges Malaysian government to respect people’s right to express opposition peacefully 
(OTTAWA) Deepak Obhrai, M.P. and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, today made the following statement in the House of Commons:

“In recent days, there has been large-scale demonstrations on the streets of Malaysia.   

Two protests are of particular note.  The first, on November 10, was a demonstration organized by BERSIH (meaning "clean" in Malay).  BERSIH is a coalition of opposition parties and civil society groups.  The second demonstration, on November 25, was organized by the Hindu Rights Action Force. 

We note with concern the response of the authorities in Malaysia to these demonstrations.

As Canadians we appreciate the value of debating diverse view points.  Peaceful demonstrations are not foreign to the steps of Parliament Hill.  As Canadians we understand and respect the right to express differing views.  

So, today we would like to take this opportunity to remind and encourage the Malaysian government to respect the right to peaceful assembly in accordance with democratic principles, to respect the right to non-violent demonstrations, or non-violent expressions of opposition.”  
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